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*Tha pare Religoon Fam: ti 
which came into the World [1 fopported by <7 27: 
ſtrongeſt Evidenceg, 0 7b. and recommended 
by the moſt mrs Allurements of Grace.gad 
Goodneſs : The Jayin 5 # bog Y; - oy 1 Tims uf - 
and. ſo well worthy o at Sa 5 
cred Inſtitution F: Br , the botok 
Rays of Divine Light and® Love that ever NG 
darted from Heaven to. Earth : That's it which 
pctng ravby 0 Se, and is ſaid to * 
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It will = while Lo bee. 
1, Who they were that ſaid this, > (7 ._ 
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iſtianity -no Se. 
be Fews that were at Rome, ver. 17- 
jace look'd upon (at leaſt they look'd 
es) as a very knowing People ; 
ome ;, 2a place of Learning and En- 
pht hemſelves more knawjag than the *# 
Paw in his Epiſtle'tq the Ro- 


hap. WG, 26:---20. 


al reaſon 


s there who 
es woe ae Fucation _ 
. nrelligent. : 
ht alſo. be jr big - perl _—_— firſt 
tices of the C Te nid h have been 
*f all People] rea C themſelves 
with a Religioh which wa$#ſo ny ch he Honour 
=. and” ton of det it ſeems, 
the Jens, thechiefot 2Ws at, We: knew,no 
more of Chyiſti nity Þvit this,-that it was 4 Se? 


1.Thef'2. The Jets we 
LW and inveterite Ene 
Jan _ while the Roman 
dently ofs they did till Newe vine 
.ferts Pri- unwearied Malice 
mum Ne- City, and. were t 
_—_ i Oppoktion that the COM peFmet with, when it 
tam tum Was firſt Preached : Wow'ene would think they 
maxime - would not have been ſo vigorous and -induſtri- 
Romz ©- 0us to ſuppreſs Chriſtianity. if ney had not very 
oo well acquaintedthemfſelyes with ig. and known 
gladio £50 delerye ſuch oppoſition ; ſeems by 
terocifſe. this, they knew little or nothing of the Religion 


Apol.cap.s they 


a} other th 

s .-to the Chriſtians ; 
tolexated them, (as 
) the Jews with an + 
ured them from City to 
Wheel in moſt of the 


takes notice of it : Thou 3 


, AS Tuſtin _ 
were tne 


rf with men expug- 


he © NAFUY *-nnee , 
2 fon wh or Yox bla 
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—_— w Text. Ap. 
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AL, ear of the e 
vould ec 
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+ day, and 


t at. it proy'd otherwiſe ; 
re were thelethat believed fot, and 
| the > reaffrof their Infidelity, 
they * ear t a ks, - © - 
They had _y imbib'd an ilF-opinion of the 


bond ho ble of theltb Gy hep 0 


afters t 


Divine got over vor this on pl 3 
that 4j more NN, the Atts 17: 
reſts, a ©: yet wany of them ** 


conti powEgr of thoſe Prejudices, 

and I er Unbelief, Y. 26. 

27% Thu ith Power of the Wordin imaty, 
baffied by the Power of Prejudice, (They do not 
believe, becauſe they are reſolved they willwt + , 
They conclude that no 206d thing can come out of Joha t: 
Nazareth, and will not be pertirhded tocome and 4* 


fee : 


ohireau 
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cboſen b 


ſo Or- 


reign De /ngularitgy.jp Opinion Dole, by ending to 


bign. 


ts 24. 5, it's call'd this woy, ."2: 2D 
dences of that way, Ads 19. 9. as if it were a B out 
Truth.bgt of the common j 


. The PraQice 
Godlineſs js Gal ora ohas by many 


juffly in an i Namg, as Ex 


it in his opening of the Minis 
4 +9. 2+ "is 


fexious 
] | | as a Se 
that is a Party-bulineſs, .and a piece of affected 


romote lome carnal Deſzgn, by ng and 
F ts g , invigdious linGions hong Meg. 
This isthe proper notion of 2 SeZ, al 
fore the Maſters = Maigtgts IS4C 


| great 
Corporation of Mankind ;, but therg,as not the 


leaſt colour of Reaſon to Put this inyidious and 
ſcandalous CharaQter upon the Chriſfian Religj- 
on. However, it may -be miſtaken aiid miſre- 
preſented, it is very far from being really a 
Se, "There were Sets of Religion among the 


Jews; 


To be ſpoken againſt. , 5 


ews 3 weread of the SetPof the ;. AQs 
I which Was built up6n - 
ch as og n? foundation” of 


os bes, Ns wo the ſtrait} 

Religion, Ats 26. 5xtke frare# I uh 

ance and impoſition, af/# Fr -Þ 
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of all ng of Theſe- 


n | 

\ un Rl | 
ts ut | 
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renew that ons > a 

mitive Ri itode and Fe- 
whe proclaims God. in 
Id» d. bimſelf, and re- 2 Cor. 5, 
Regeherate and deplora- '” 

as ſugk? Is that a Se& _ 

ill tgwards Men, and TU 7 
the Sing of the 5; Joh, L- 29. 
h5 much with 2. 16. 
rejudiced Sentiments, » Jotin 2. 
th to the true and real © 
Hin of al Mankind cannot be thought to 
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6. Chriſtianity \ yo Sect 
take its riſe from ſuch prion Opinion, Ind" pri- 


vate Intereſts, as Sel#s TH Lto. 

2. True Chriſtianity 

the Uniting of the Childr 

Sets dici- thering of them tog ether in ; 
tar > - Se- Ho beigg a Se, which 

cando. iviſion, mad todow Diſcord 


foreſaw andifarctald- it —_ ys rp 
2h: Diſciples and Follow 

en 0 fe, in the ſame ſeal#chine? 

t9, "ae Men { 


Prophet was, - nx; 
but Men iriver with the Goſpehwas by ac 
meahs the Cauſe of ky Colreation, for igvva 
intended to be the '@ont 

there be an 


of the Chri! ian Name 
Pagarek Fends an 
bear their onn is. © 

Chriſtian nf} xk _ 
er and TofSS Sor. he 

make them Mg! : d 
able, Loving 7H) 

Forgiving, ade 

ble and Prof ae 0 
Seft which wgs. | 


Or, ws he the RT. ole wht 
Creator of Unity, and who Died 


_ KF partition Walls, A jc 25 64 2 
- 5 ther oh the God 
=_ ke Yo, 7a abroad 7” THE of a 
Se& who came into the wad not to 


an 56. Mens Lives, but to ſave them, and who. ig 
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his Followers 401 
to love their 
their Neigh | ; 
viceable to ? ; 


means be E: 
Sed are ſuppo: 
ſecular Intereſt; : © 
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"Wo" 


Enemy tothe Ct ſti ) 

was induftrious in 1eavengzout. Oe "I 
inſt it, own'd he could fh@torhing mn thay 
your'd of a Carnal and [Fiarldy Delis .s No, 

« hath always g—_"_ it felf a FHeavetEals Heb. 3. 1; 

ling, and the ſtrifteſt Profeſſors of it (eveniiony | 

Enemies themſelves being Judges) have had't, 

Converſation in the World in” Simplicity, and Godly. 2 Cor, 15 
Th B 4 Sin- 12, 


| ity mo Sect 
ares, nh Pl Wn: ", «ad unjuſt- 
8 tc Ta ſuffey/a:Word of Cauti- 


whe heed leſt Ar Profeſſion of Re- 
into, an which may 
_* asit, was in- 


uſt 1s 7 ark not Chrj 
We:make our Profe 


| Sryhe oubt ful Diſputation 
matters 


A "with a Con- 


xptof others, and 


| ich ho both ſowring 

llize,: then ate&Sinto a Sea. Ler 

| | | = Siney ed wrt ge Founda- 

| tons, | be.atted ya Principle of Love to, 

x Cor.1.2 and Þ 1 pts Commyniggs With. all that in 
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or Tendon 


le and.C I Tar Fr Cenfres, el 35-4 
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in our "- Obi 


iz in; all © Con G5, Ang always under 
| be loflnence of that Ws/dom that is froms above, 
| Jam. 3.17. WIR 15 firſt Pure, then Peaceable, gentle and eaſy 
'V tobe's 
| 
' 


treated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, with- 
out hk and —_ iſy, that by this well- do- 
| | 1g 


ref when - we Monopolize os, 
iniſtry ents, and 


= FATS be Hes in 


the ' Holy. 
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urs: which is pot upeſ@ it, 1f 
ober hl cr d circu mah earns, | 


a conic Coſerae 
ing and ſingin Pfalms%in 0 
ous Obſeroeticatief the 
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FF counted the 

ges of a -Seeh, let Wnot wo mov 

'Y as David did, 2 Sam, 6.2 Wie oe wil 


rene more vile.” 
mm branded as a Sed, i ig daere ne. 


|} pulngp woke roaches of _ rb, 
bl than under the Cxrſe of Got for 
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It is a very ſmall thmg to be judged of Man's 
but be that judgeth-us/is_the Lord : Lex us- there- 1 Cor: 4 
forg be more afraid of ah than of bg- ++ 

ipg call'd-ſo. 
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; The Chriſtian Riligion Is. here faid 
to 19,be ry whe ſtew ainſt. That it was 
F was CV ugh; but t it was 
"was more than 
did-not know all Places, 
with, or intelli- 
tr but w#muſt not. 
; dhe w as it isin - 
t no conigzence reſling the 
"Truth in common Conver But 
ve will oppoſ ha the Acquaintance and Gs 


—_. 


E thoſe that were Enemies to 


ſpoke againſt itz and they therefg 
iepoy where ok agua ife 
Rp 7h ng; natthey 
Carat Ia ae | | , 
| we by thoſe that we uſ#- 
ally ſo. we Mn our ſelves in- 


to dior whi 1 larger and me impartial 


kaquizies would ſoon ret 4 op ; 
- But we willtake it fo however, t 
| was true, tbe theyfaid' 


> thark ſheelo pq 
the World will prove the 
ict we d upon this "- 

\Fbat it is, and always bath been, the 

Chris Hhly Religion, to be Cie whats 
| That was C Chianebath all along met with # a 

great deal of Orpaliign'a ed Cotnlitiies 4 
' this World. | 

I purpoſe not to enter 
quiſition of that which has by nd'js ſpoken 


partia 
needs look upon the cauſcof the Adverſarie 
Religion a baffled þ oak But I ſhall« 
make ſome Mprovement of this general Obſerva- 
tion, which cannot be nable in an 'Age 
wherein the Gates.of 


their utmoſt efforts againſt the jd rap 


the Devil, as the Calnmaiator and Falſe _ 
cuſer 


To ok Mo 


3 I2, 


with: 7> 
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which was deſigndd 
was rejeGed, and KL; 
It was not gps alt.of bi 
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In 4 +» Griftiazity "no Sect 
met-with in a Gluttonons, Mw, a Winte 
| kibber, and a'Friend of Publicans and Sinners, Mat. 


It. 19. They his Followers as a 

y E3 =_ icable' copl6, John 

ge his ſs 
Grin a ce fepu and fas of the, and 

find him every They 

him in all ces, In his Office of 


Feachinggw him to teſt who 
fmotebim: In hen they of Saving,when they chal- 
lepged him to ſave himſe 5 had ſaved others. 

Inhis Office of Ruling, when they challenged him 


toprovehimſelf the King of the Jews by g 
_—_— Fre The common res i pole 


Mat, * 
yy 


Lake 23 nt wrtnss Caturaly WP Gender ofthe 
"3" upon and Wet alſo fir end pake againſt bi, 
TAR Herod ar ſet him at nought, 
gas: him that made all things. 
Nay Y, eveiiiow he is ſet down at the” right- 


Eph. 1.20, of the Ma far above all Prin- 
21, a ork and Ibex $5 pod and ev 
Angels, ſo as to le no y the contra- 
ditions of the one, thatithe is 
Ador ations of the Fry yer Mie SG 
ns porarn Fao 1 taſtupon him by 
> Ida chote ela be ol ar rig ng 
wo O 
him? y- and Secinians are daily : es 
againſt him. aS'a meer Many 


bery in him, which ht -o "ts ' be 


Fhil. 2. 6, * equal with God ; ſ1aſts ſpeak 
againſt Him as a mtr "Name, ſetting up1 know 
not - what. ithin them, while they ex- 


plode that Jeſ#s that was Crucified at Fernſalem. 
Atheiſts 


he preat ObjeRt Fa out -R 
where ſpoken a 
an Revelation thats 
nt and blaſphemous To 
even Natural action 7 The Cee 
Bleſſed God great” Creator Oe 
of. the Ugiv t doth Good'tF 
"whoſe tender Me over- all 
even He is evely *.Some de- 
ny His Being : Tho' His Exiſtence beſo neceſſa- 
ry, fo eviden, that if He be- zot, tis impoſſible 
any thing Elſe ſhould be, -yer there are Fools who 
ſoy in their” apy what they not ſpeak our, 
that there is no God, Plalyt 4." 1:* Andh he that 
ſaith there 5s no God wiſheth there were none, 
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al, and 


fe | "fa. to. "as tht chaps 
| —_— | þ« Take inthe Hy 2 i 
4 rettrt$e-rig A 78: 19, 


B - th which 
ws - hikna. OR or fill up- 
eir other rs he hc NemcofCodiate 
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cad 37.9 


ſes ch = 
the goo no rk ay ini 
Jer. 12. 2. their common "Converiation; in mo fr 
he is near when he is-far from't c* To 
uſe thoſe forms af ſpeech whieh-p ſtgnify 
an Acknow at and Ad ' of God's 


Being, as 0: of.@-Lord, ar an%Appeal to 
his ia a Gog.knows, or an Invocation 


of his Favour, as God- Be or God be | merci- 
ful to  fay,: 40 OFTNc 

fhons # 1W-MNTEE 

ny r wonder, 


onate - ln or any-th 
is their Proper and awful ation, is an evi- 
dence of a wam mind, that Wants a due regard to 


Dent, 28. that glorious and fearful Name, The Lord our God: 
1 ſee not that the, Profanation of the — 
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NC Complainer | Jude 16, 
| find fault with tha di- 


it is, How It - 
t SCFIPLOTES 4s 
gaiaſt jr as dark 
fog: eh 
he wane? 9.0 ir ry 
; 6 ves Qawritten, Traditi - * Tridens 
tat: reverents, with the fame jon ps at: " Concth, 
jon and reyetence that they receive Seſſ. 4th. 
nay, and if we may judge by their arakies, 
with mach more. Thus is Word- of Gad 
by them who'call themſelves the 
—_— But-if we take away Kevela- 
fon (as the Deifts do) all Religion will ſoon be 
_ and if we derogate from the Scriptures (as 
the Papiſts do) all Revelation is much endan- 


gered. 
Thoſe alſo /peak againſt the Scriptures, who 


profanely Jeſt with ghem, and that they = 
the 


Very tdety i wes gne by rhe Printers of. 
y it- was done unkar 
it 


ſpoken of 4, 1: and it gave occaſion 
hee bo, Te 


for in ſpits of all the little efforts.of their impo- 
tent Malice, He will magnifig the Law 
* he 


it bonourabley according to the word 
hath ſpoken, 1/a. 42. 2v., © « 4 
- 44 The People of God, the Profeſſors of this 
Religion are-every where ſpoken againſt. Not 
only thoſe of ſome particular Perſwaſgn or De- 
nomination,” but (without_ =: ) ſuch 
as have been zealous in fearing God, and work- - 
ing Righteouſneſs have been, in many 'places, 
very much ſpoken againſt. Our Bleſſeg-Saviour 
hath rold his Diſdples what Treatment. of this 
kind they muſt expeft, that they ſhould be rewiPd 
and have all manner of evilſaid againſt them falſ- 
E | b, 


7 kd ant. k 


ly, Mat. $c11, 12, =o and thei. 


ſhould be caſt out as evi, Lyke 6. 22. .* 3” 
they called our Maſter, Belzebub, no nick-names 
e 


faſtned upon his Follpwers can ſeem ſtrange. 
Mat. 5.2 ; Mocking was an 01d way of periecu- 
ting the Covenant-Seed, far thus, He that was 


after the Fleſh, betimes perſebuted them that were af- 
ter the Spirit. Compgge-Ger. 21. 9. with a+ 
29. jk | 


odious 
moſt prof 


found it neceffary for the ſypport of the King- 
dom of the Devil, the Fath io Lies and Slan- 
ders, ( fortiter Calumniari) tq CharaQerize them 
as the worſt of Men, to whom they, were reſdlv'd = 
to give the worſt and oſt barbarous Ardateat. 

It had not, been. poſſible to, haye bwted them, if 
they had not firſt dreſs'd them vp in the 5&ins 
of n#ld Beaſts, And as then, ſo ever ſince, more 
or leſs in all Ages of the Church, Reproach hath 
been - entaild upon the moſt ſerious, and 
_ Profeſſors of Religioa and Godli- 
neſs. *y. 
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| C briſtianity #0 Fect 

4. The Miniſters af Chriſt, the Preachers of 
en Religion, are with a ing eng Enmity 
every where ſpoken againſt. Under the Old Te- 
ſtament, God's Meſſengers and his Prophets were 
generlly mocked and miſuſed, and it was Jeruſa- 
e's meaſure-filling Sin. 2 Chror. 36. 16. 'T'was 
one of the Devices they devis'd againſt Jeremiah 
to ſmite him with the tongue, becauſe they would 
for. and they deſired t bers might not give 
beed to any of his words, Ter. 18. 18. Thoſe to 
whom the Prophet Ezekiel was a very lovely Song, 
and with their mouths ſhowed much love to hum, yet 
were ſtill talking againſt him by the Walls, and in 
the Doors of their 2eu and Godlerts him know 
it, Ezet. 33. 30,, 31, .32. And then it is not 
ſrangeif the Miniſters of the New Teſtament, 
(in Pick Truth ſhines with a ftronger Light) 
be with go leſs Enmity ſpoken againft by thoſe 
that ave Darkneſs rather than 75ght, The Apo- 
ſtles, thoſe prime Minifters of Staſh in Chriſt's 
Kingdom were fo loaded with Reproach, that 
they were made a ſpetacle to the World, a ſpetta- 
cle of Pity to thoſe that have either Grace or 


wey --- the-po0d Nature, but a ſpeacle of ſcorn to thoſe 


Theatre 
they plaid 
upon, 


that had neither, They were trampled upon as 
the Filth. of the World ;, and whereas the Of fcou- 
ring of any thing is bad enough, they were 
look'd upon as the off-ſcouring of all things ; even 
untq this day ; after they had in ſo many inſtan- 
ces approv'd themſelyes well, and could not but 
be made manifeſt in the Conſciences of their worſt 
Enemies, 1 Cor. 4. 9,13. And it hath all alo 

been the Policy of the Churches Enemies by al 


marks poſſible to bring the Miniſtry into con- _ 


tempr, and to repreſent the Churches Nazarites, 
even thoſe that were purer than Snow, whiter than 
Ailk, 


= 


To be ſpoken againſt. rg 
Milk, and more rutdy than Rubies, with a viſhes 
blacker than a Coal, ſo. that they have 10: 'beM 
known in the ſtreets. 1 allude to that epapletet 
Lam. 4:7, 8. Marvel not, it the Standartd-bea- 
rers be moſt ſtruck at. . 
6. The Chriſtian Religion it; ſelf hath been arid 
ſtill is every mw LN againſt. ' The Truths of 
it contraditedas falſe and groundleſs, the preat 
Doctrines of the Mediation of Chri/t, and the 
ReſurretHion of the Dead were ridicul'd by'the' A- 
thenian Philoſophers, 4&#s" 19. 18, 32." The 
Laws of it faulted as grievous and unreaſonable; 
as bard ſayings, which could” not be born, b 
thoſe who bid open defiance to the Obligation 06 
them, and ſay, Let us break their bands aſwider, 
and caſt away their Cords from us, PC. 2.3. T 
Ordinances of it deſpis'd.as mean, and haying no 
form nor comelineſs, Sabbaths mock'd at,” as of 
old, Lam. 1. 7.' and the ſantification of theth ---cui {cp- 
repreſented as only a Cloak for Idleneſs, Sgq- 19m que- 
craments reproach'd, and'the' Sacred Memotial {* fs 
of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings, by the Perſecu-,,,._.* 
tors of the Primitive Chriſtians repreſented to Fuvenal. 
theWorld as the bloody and inhumane Killing /4t- 5. - 
and Farting of a Child, and their Love Feaſts Prim 
and Holy Kiſs (which wers then in uſe) as only';,; - 4 
introductions to the moſt abominable untlean- wramenro 
neſs. Primitive Chriſtianity was induſtriouſly infertici- 
put into an ill-name : it was call'd emphatically 4, & p4- 
The Atheiſm, becanſc it ovefthrew Idolatry, and poſt con 
undermin'd the falſe Gods, and worſhips that iu in- 
had fo long obtain'd, This was the Ont-cry at cefto, &c. 
Epheſus, that if Paws Dofrine rook place, the Tertull. 
Temple of the great Goddeſs would be deſpis'd, APo% @P- 
Atts 19. 26, 27. It was alſo branded as 4 Ne-'* 
velty, and an ny-ſtart Dottrine, becauſe it took 
C 2 people 
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Chriſtianity no Sect 

- 1. people off + from that vain Converſation which 
1%. 1, Whey had reveived by Tradition from their Fathers. 
1s, __ It was cald at Athens a' New Dodrine, and indu- 
See Dr. ſtriouſly repreſented inall places/as a 14-ſbrome 
Caves SefF, that was but of yeſterday. It was look'd 
—_ vpon as nearly allied to Judaiſm, becauſe it was 
wo. ;» much ſupported by the Scriptures of the Old 
1. <>. 1, Teſtament, and nothing was more deſpicable a- 
mong the Romans than the Fews, and their Reli- 
gion. The Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were look'd 
upon as unlearnedand ignorant Men, A&s 4.12. 
_ that Dregs and'Retuſe of the People. Ju- 
—_ me lian forbad the: calling of them Chriſ6:ans, and 
jor oh in would haye them "called nothing but Galilears, 
Fulian, 0- thereby to ex them to the contempt of thoſe 
r4t. 1. p.whiD are (as indeed moſt people are) govern'd 
(mit) 42. more by a ſound of Words than by the reaſon of 
Things. Thus when*the Devil was /tlenced in 
his Oracles (as _it'is well known. he was upon ihe 
ſetting up of Ghriſtianity in the World) his 
month was opened in Lies and Slanders; and 
being forced to quit his pretentions to a Deity, 
he appears bare-faced,, as a Devil,. (Azfoxcg) A 

Falſe: Accuſer. o 
The. Reformed Religion in theſe latter ages, 
bath been in like manner ſpoken againſt : Though 
it maintains all that, ſand 'oaly that] Dodrine, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles preach'd, and was 
before Lzther there, where Popery, as ſach, ne- 
ver was before'or finte;that is,in"the Holy Scrip- 
tures, yet the Profeſſors and 'Preachers of it 
Lolards have been call'd and counted Hereticks, and Schiſ- 
from Zli- maticks,-and by all poſſible . Artifices expos'd to 
wm, Tares the odium of the. People, that nome might Buy or 
SES Sell, i.e. have the benefit and comfort of civil 
Mr. Fex, v0ciety. and Commerce, that bad mt the Mark, 
Rev.13-17 4 


— 


18, 


— 
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or the Name of the Beaſt, or the Number of bis Rev. 13. 
Name. OF 

Nay, even among ſome that profeſs the Chri- 
ſtian and Reformed Religion; yet the PraQice 
of ſerious Godlineſs is very much ſpoken againſt. 
The Power of Religion is not only diſliked and 
deny'd, but contradicted and condemned by thoſe 
that reſt in the Form. They that call the Evil, 18 5-20. 
Good, will call the Good, Evil; and it is got 
ſtrange if they, who abandon themſelves x60 
work all uncleanneſs with preedineſs, ſpeak ill of 1 Pet. 4. 
ſuch as 2 not with them to the ſame exceſs of Ri- 3» 4 
ot, where the: Wicked walk on every fide, be that pgy.c2.3. 
departeth from evil maketh bimſelf a prey. The 16.59.15, 
old Enmity between the Seed of the Woman and 
the Seed of the Serpent is ſtill working, and the 
old Game every day plaid over again. "the 
Truth as'it is in Jeſus, and the Truth which is ac- FPh-4-21- 
cording to Godlineſs will be contradited by thoſe OmPare 
that lye in wait to deceive,”  Bigots on all fides will , © 
have ſomething to ſay againſt Catbolick Charity 
and Moderation : , They that are fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord, and forward to every good Work, 
muſt expect to be evil ſpoken of by ſuch asafit& 
a Lukewarmneſs, and  {ndifferency in Religion : 
Nor can thoſe who walk circ:mſpetly, not 'as Fools 
but as Wiſe, eſcape the laſh of their, Tongues who 
live at large, and walk looſfly, and at all adven- 
tures, as the Fools in Iſrael, 


I come: gow in 'the Second Place to enquire 
what's the Reaſon that ſo Holy arid Excellent a 
Religion as Chriſtianity, is, meets with ſuch hard 
uſage, and is thus ſpoken againſt, every wbere 
ſpoken againſt: When we hear ſuch an Onr-cry 
as this made againſt CY; it is natural 

: Y 9 
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to us to enquire, a3 Pilate did when ſuch a Clar 
mour was raiſed againſt its Author, Why, what 
evil bath it done ? Truly we may ſay concerning 
it as Pilate did concerning him, We find no fault 
init. Which of all irs Oppoſers convinceth it 
of Sin or Error ? It invades no Man's Right, 
breaks in npon no Man's Property, is no Diſtur- 
bance of the Peace, no Enemy to the Welfare of 
Families and Societies, is no Prejudice at all to 
the Intereſts of States aad Princes, but to all 
theſe highly Beneficial and Advantageous : Why 
then is it thus accuſed, condemned and ſpoken a- 
gainſt ? We will endeavour to find out the true 
Reaſon of it, though it is impoſſible to aſſign a 
—_ Reaſon of that which is moſt unreaſon- 


t. The Adverfaries of Religion ſpeak againſt 


x It. becaxſe they do not know it. Sound Knowledge 


Aﬀts 3.15 
17. 
Lake 23, 
34- 


Job 21. 
14» 


John 4. 
19s 


hath not a greater Enemy in the World than 1y- 
porance, Our Lard Jefus was therefore deſpiſ 
and hated by the World, becauſe the Worl 
knew him not, Jobn 1. 10. If they bad known the 
gnity of his Perſon, the Excellency of his Do- 
Arine, and the gracious Deſign and Purpoſe of 
his coming into the World, certainly they would 
mot bave Crucified the Lord of Glory, 1 Cor. 2. 8. 


» They that did it, did it through [gnerance, and 


knew not what they did. Thus they who jay to the 
Almighty, Depart from us, could not fay fo if 
they did not at the ſame time ſtudiouſly decline 
the knowledge of bis ways. No will ſpeak a- 
gainſt Religion and the Power of it, that hath ei- 
ther ſ{erioutly weighed the Proofs and Evidences 
of it, or impartially tried the Comfort and Be- 
nefit of it. If they knew this Gift, this ineſtima- 
ble Gift of God, inſtead of ſpeaking ug - 


_ To be Hoke againſt. . 
* they would covet it ea ly” in 8 beſt Gift 
mg, 


23 


He that looks at a diſtance upon 


would think them to be : (It was Pr 

AMarty”s Compariſon, in rags ahh fot 
ſ good an influence upon t Converhan af the 
Marqueſs of Vico) But let him come nearer them, 
and obſerve the Kegularity agd y, of, all 
their Motions and Poſtures, and he will not 0n- 
ly admire their Order, but find in birnfelf an in- 
clination to jain with them : S6 he that: con- 
tents himſelf with a Jdiſtant and ED wew 
of the Practice of Picty will pethapstake. vp hard 
thonghts of it, but a better Acquaintance will 
retity the Miſtake. When the Spouſe in the 


. . 


Canticles had given a em her Beloved 


o 


to the Daughters of Jer«/alem, the ſame..who 
before bad feornfully ask'd, What 4s thy Beloved Cant. 5.9, 
more than another Beloved ? Now as ferioully en- © 1 
uvire, Whither is thy Beloved. gone, that we may 
ſeek him with thee ? The People of God are called 
his Hidden Ones, and their fe is a Hidden Life Pſal. 83.3, 
their way above, and the ir_is that To 3+ 3» 
World ſpeaks evil of them,; becauſe. ig, kzows ,"* '5* 
them not. 1 Joh. 3..1- op Oy ſpeak evil of via. 10 54 
theſe Dignities, ſpeak evil _of thoſe ihings which they | 
know not, as the Apoſtle ſegks Joe , to, How gQuidini- - 
unjuſt then, and vareaſonable is the Enmity and quizsquan 
Malice of the Adverſarics- of. Religion, to con- 7 947m 
demn that which they never enquired into, agd ,0/";,, 1 
to load that with the vileſt bes which for 7. Tunc © 
ought they know, merits. the tigheſt Encomums ! enim me- 
And how excellent theg, ars the, ways of Gog, 75 ,1uam  * 
which none ſpeak il! of bor thoſe, that are unac- 0 cognoſcts 
quainted with them ! while thoſe that know them ,, —_— | 
witneſs to the goodneſs of them, and Wiſdom: is Apol, ag, 
j#ſtified of all ber Children, Mat, 11. 19. — 
C 4 2, They 
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2. .They ſpeak i it becauſe they do not like 
it,” ant we know.'1-will never ſpeaks well, Tho? 
they" bo hoes quaintance with Religion, yet 
rhey Know this *conceraing It in genera], that ir 

PII Won edble with the way of their hearts which 
incivizn; they ate refolved to wilk'in, nor with the courſe 
odifſe quam of tis World, which 'is the Card and Compaſs 
noſe, ne they ſteer by, and from which they take their 
<ogy1z05 ; meaſures); they know this,that it lays a reſtraint 
ooffr, 7; upon their. Appetites. and Paſſions, and conſiſts 
damnere much in' the mortifying of their beloved Loſts 

201 poſſmr and Corryptions; and Thereſpre they have k ſe- 

Min. Fel. cret Antipathy to it : The Carnal Mind, which. is 

Pp. (min!) enmity againſt God, is { againſt all that bear the 

Rom. 8,7, [mage of God, Chriſt hath bidden his Diſciples 

1 Joh. 3. to expet the Hatred of the World, and not to 

13s marvel at it, Joh. 15. 18, &c. They who bate to 
be themſelves reforwd will never love thoſe that 
are reform'd : Out of. the abundance therefore of 
the Heart, and the Malignity that is there, it is 
no marvel if the mouth ſpeak ;, where the Root 0 
Bitterneſs is, it will " Gall and Wormwood 

Job 15-25. The Daring Sinner that ſtretcheth out his band 4- 

K zainft God finds his Hand too ſhort to reach him ; 

> Pla. 12:4. but'ſay they, with or Tongue will we prevail, our 

L5Ds are 'our own. © The Beaſt that made War 


deſcribed doing miſchief with them, but oper- 
oft God, to 


blaſpheme bis Ninth, and abernacle, and 


z 
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3, They ſpeak againſt Religion becauſe it ſpeaks 
apainſt them, They who have fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, hate the Light 
which diſcovers then, Joh. 3. 19. Nor do any 
curſe the Riſing Surf bit thoſe that are ſcorch'd 
by it. Why were the Phar:ſces ſo exaſperated a- 
gainſt our Saviour but becauſe he ſpake his Para- Mat. 21, 
bles againſt them,and Jaid chem oper in their own 45+ 
colours ? Why did the World bate him who fo lo- John 
ved the World, but becauſe he teſtified of it that "2 7* 7 
its Works are evil? Why had Jo/epb's Brethren 
ſuch a ſpleen againſt him, but becauſe he was a 
Wieneſs againſt them, and brought To- bis Father Gen. 37.2, 
their evil Report. ? Why did Abab hate Micajab, 1 Ki.22,8. 
and call Elhab his Fnemy but becauſe they were 24- 2 
the faithful Reprovers of his Wickedneſs, and 
never propbeſied Good concerning bim, but Evil ? 
Why did the Inhabitants of the Earth rejoyce 
when the Witneſſes were !lain, but becauſe thoſe 
2wo Prophets by their Main and powerful Preach- rey, 11, 
ing tormented them that dwelt upon the Earth ? The 10. 
everlaſting Goſpel is a Teſtimo»y, either to us to Mat- 24. 
corny or againſt us to condemn us, and }& |. 
then no'Monder if thoſe ſpeak againſt ir who ,g e ggze. 
hate to be convinced by it, and dread to be con- ſe quem ti. 
demned by it, The Prophet complains of thoſe mes, & 
that laid Snares for bim that reproveth in the pate ; 4uem me- 
and why is it faithful Miniſters are ſo much ha- torch 
ted, but becauſe their Buſineſs is to ſhew people 
their Tranſpreſſious ? Tt they would flatter Sinners Min-Felix. 
that flatter themſelves in a ſinful way, and cry Ifa.29.21. 
Peace to them, to whom the God of Heaven I 58. 1, 
doth not ſpeak Peace, they might avoid a great 
deal of Reproach and Cenſure; but they dare 
not doit, They are not to make a new Law and Gal. 1. 8, 
Goſpel, but to preach that which is made : they 9: 

nave 
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\ have their Rule'in that Cantjon given to the 
Prophet, Jer. 15. I9. Let them return unto thee, 
but return not thou unto them, The Hearts and 
Lives of Men muſt be brought to comply with the 
Word of God, for the Word of God cart never 
be made to comply with the Humours and Fancies 
of Men. Miniſters as they would not for the 
World make the way to Heaven any ſtraiter or 
narrower than Chriſt hath made it, ſo they dare 
not make it any broader or eaſier, nor offer 
Life and Salvation ypon any other Terms than 
the Goſpelhath already ſettled. If they aim at 
 plealng Men, they cannot prove themſllves 
Gal.1, 10, Þ* Servants of Chriſt, and therefore are they 
* © much ſpoken againſt. And the ſame is 
the. Reaſon why the moſt ſtri& and ſerious 
Chriſtians are ſo much ſpoken againſt, becauſe 
their Piety and Devotion, their Juſtice and 
Sobriety, their Zeal ang Charity, 1s a ſtand- 
ing Reproof to the wicked World, and con- 
Heb.11.7. demns it, as the Faith and holy Fear of Nodh 
| condemned the Infidelity and Securigy of the 
Old World, The Sodomites wereWexed at 
Lot's Converſation as much as he was at 
their filthy Converſation. Wherefore doth | 
Prov. 2g. the Blood - Thirſty hate and revile the Uprizbr, 
10. while the Juſt ſeek his Soul, but for the ſame 
Reaſon for which Cain hated Abel , becauſe 
1 John 3. bis own Works were Evil and bis Brothers Righ- 
12s tc045, . 


Now 


@ 


- 


a 


dA akin 3 EE &@A &f 


To be ſpoken 4ginft 27 


\ 


Now for the APPLICATION of 
this DOCTRINE. 


Let us ſee what good Uſe we may make 
of this Obſervation concerning the Wicked- 
neſs of the Wicked in ſpeaking ſo much a- 
gainſt Religion and Godlineſs, and yhat is our 
Duty in reference hereunto. | 


Firſt, Let us admire the Patience and Forbea- 
rance of the God of Heaven, in that be bear 
ſo much, and ſo long, nith thoſe that- thus ſpeak 
againſt Him and bis Hely Religiom. The 
Affront hereby given Him 1s very great, and 
(we would think ) i=tollerable, even Hard Spee- 
ches that refle# ypon an Infinite Majeſty , 
have in them a kind of Iafinite Malignity, 
He hears and knows all that which is faid a- 
gainſt Him, and againſt his Truth and VVays, 
and as a Jealous God reſerts it. He hath al- 
ways Power in his Hands to puniſh the prou- 
deſt of his Enemies, nor would their jmme- 
diate Ryjne be any Loſs ro him, and yet 
Sentence againſt theſe Evil Words and Works is 
wot executed ſpeedily : Be aitoniſhed O Heavens, Eccl.$.11, 
at this, and wonder O Earth! that thoſe wret- 
ches which rebel againſt the Beams of ſuch 
Light and Glory, which ſpurg at the Bowels 
of ſuch Loye and Grace, are not immediate- 
ly made the viſible Monuments of Divine 
VVrath and Yengeance, and like, Sodom and 
Gomorrab, ſet forth for an Example | That the. 
Blaſphemess and Scoffters of theſe laſt Days 
are 


| M 


Griff iawity - ng. Set? 
are not inſtantly Kruck Dumb, ſtruck Dead. That 
He'who hath ſo much ſaid againſt him, yet doth 
Pſ.55. 12, himſelf keep ſilence, and doth not anſwer all 
theſe Reproaches and Contradictions (as he eaſi- 
ly could) in Thunder and Lightning. Though 
his Silence and Forbearance is turn'd to his Re- 
proch even by thoſe that have the Benefit of it, ' 
who theretore thigk him altogether an one as 
2 Pet. 3. themſelves, and take occaſion from his Patience to 
3-4 queſtion his Faithfulneſs, and challenge his J.- 
ſtice, ſaying, Where is the Promiſe of his Coming ? 
Yet he Lo Erin —_ is ſtretched out 

2 Pet.2.o, Even to Long: Ti ule he is not will 
*_ that any ſhould periſh, -_# that any means ſhould 
be left a rorrent their periſhing. There- 
fore he bears with Sinners, becauſe this is the 
Day of bis Patience, and of their Probation, The 
Wrath of God 4s reveal d. from Heaven in the 
Rom-1-15 /,1d of God, that we might beaw'd by Faith, 
more than ia preſent Providences, which would 
be an aw to Senſe, . But there-is a Day coming, 

Pſal. 50.3.4 dreadful Day, when our God ſhall come, and 
ſhall no longer keepſplence, a Day foretold in the 
Jude 14, early Ages of the V Vorld, by: Enoch the ſeventh 
15, from Adam, when Judgment ſhall be executed 
upon ungodly Sinners for all their -hayd Speeches, 
which Day he will not anticipate, for be knows it 
zs coming, Plal. 37. 13. Jt is agreeable to the 
regular courſe of Juſtice, that all Judgments be 
adjourn'd till the Fudgment-Day, and all Execu- 
tions defer'd till. Execution-Day : And therefore 
now he condeſcends to reaſon with thoſe, that 
ſpeak againſt him, for their Conviction, as he }. 
oth by the Prophet Ezek. 18. 25, &c. where he 
fairly debate the Caſe with thoſe who ſaid, The 
way of the Lord is not equal, That eyery Mouth 

may 
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may be ſto viff an tmanſwerable Argument 
before it be ſtopt with an” irr&verſible Sentence, 


and thoſe who have ſpoken ag#inſt him -may be 
ent ſpecchleſs to' Hell.” He keeps' e now, bes Mat. 22. 
cauſe when he' doth ſpeak he ws fled. Wheft 12, 


our Lord Jeſus was here upon Earth, with what 
an invincable Patience did he endure the contra- 
didion of Sinners ;, when ſo many ill things were 
witneſſed againſt him he was ſilent, to admirati- Mat. 26. 
on, anſwered not a word to all their unjuſt Ca» + 
lumnies and Accuſations; but atthe ſame time I 197 
he bound them over tothe Judgment of the great 
Day by that awfylword, Afat: 26; 64. Hereaf- 
ter ye ſhall ſee the Sdn of Man ſitting "on the right 
hand of the Power, *--- and ſtill he bea#s in expe- 
Ration of that ſame Day. He doth not: take Heb. 10. 
Vengeance preſently becauſe he hath an Eternity *3* 
before him for the doing of ir. 

And by the way, we may” infer from hence, 
That thoſe who would be like their Heavenly 
Father, muſt bear Reproach and Contradiction 
patiently, When'any thing is ſaid againſt ws, 
refleftivg never ſo little Diſparagement upon 
us, or our Families, our Reſentments of it are 
very ſenſible, and'we are apt to take it hainouſ- 
ly ; nay, and to ſay we do well to be anpry, for it 
is not a thing to be-endar'd ; not to be endur'd ! 
O think how much God bears with the Contempr 
and Reproach caft npon his. great Name, and 
that will ſurely quality our Reſenrments of any 
indignity done to our little Names! Who are 
| we that we muſt not be ſpoken againſt? Or 
what arc our Sayings that they muſt not be con- 
tradifted ? Such Afﬀronts as theſe we ſhould 
Hearn to bear as David did when' Shimei curſed ? __ 
him, So let him Curſe ; and as the Sgn of David , pex. 2. 

1d 23. 


did when his Epemics revilett hin, Bleſſing them 
that Curſe uw; and Praying for them that thus Per- 
ſecute us, -that we 'may be the Children of our Father 
which is in Heawen, God adjourns his Vindicati- 
on to the great Day, and then farely we may 
adjowrn ours to that day as St. Part doth his, 
1 Cor. 4- 5. 


Secondly, Let us acknowledge the Power of Dis- 
wine Grace, in keeping up the Chriſtian Religion in 
the World, notwithſtanding the univerſal Contr adic- 
tion, and Oppoſition it hath met with. One would 
think that a way thus ſpokeni.agaiaſt every where 
ſhould have been long cre this loſt and ruind, 
and the Chriſtian Name cut off, to be no more 

P[.83 3,4- in remembrance 4\-which its Adverſaries. have ſv 
induſtriouſly'endeavoured, if it had been of Men, 
Ads 5.38-43t had certainly come to naught quickly, though 
they had letit alone, but being of God, it was to 
admiration Vicorious over all oppofition. A 
Se, a Cheat could never have ſupported it ſelf 
againſt ſo much ContradiQion ; no Human Pow- 
er or Policy could have kept it up, nor any 
thing leſs than an Almighty Arm. The conti- 
S2e this nuance of the Chriſtian Religjon in the world to 
excellent- this day is a ſtanding Afracte for the Conviction 
” _— of its Adverſaries, and the Gonfirmation of the 
by +5 Faithof thoſe that adhereto'it. VVhen wecon- 
learned fider what a mighty Force was raiſed by the 
Gretius d& Powers of Darknetfs againſt Chriſtianity when it 
v. F.C. 1. was in its Infancy, how many they were that 
- ſpoke againſt jt, learned Men, great Men, Books 
were writtep, Laws were made againſt it ; thoſe 
that ſpoke for it, how few were they ? and how 
mean and deſpicable ! the fooliſh things of the 
VVorld, agd. the Weat, and yet we ſee the 
Word 


Sik. 22. 4c. Fs ©... 
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is marvellous in our eyes ? The ſeveral. falſe Reli- 
gions of the Heathen with heir yartous Super- 
ſtitions and Idolatries, though they: gaye very 
little Oppoſition one to goth, bn agreed to- 
gether well enough, yet having go fohndation in 
Truth they all wither'd away, and dwindled to 
nothing, and after the mighty ſway they had 
bora, and al] means paſlible us'd to ſupport *em, 
at length their Day came to fall, their Oracles 
filenced, their Altars deſerted, and the Gods 
themſelves were famiſhed, (Zepb. 2. 13.) n—g 
riſhed from the Earth, according to thik Predi i= 
on, Jer. 10. 11. which is put into the mouths 
of the Captiv'd Jews, to retort upon their in- 
ſulting Enemies, and for that purpoſe is origi- 
nally in the Caldee Dialet : VVe may ask tri- 

hantly,cot only where are the Gods of Humath 


um 
= of Atpad ? Where are th: Gods of Sepharvaim 2 kin, 18: 


Hena, and Ivah, thoſe obſcure agd. petty De- 34. 
ities ? But where are, the Gods of Pahyion and 
egypt, Greece and Rome, the illuſtrious names 
of Saturn and Jupiter, Juno and Diana? where 
are the Gods which our Britiſh and Saxon Au- 
ceſtors worſhipped bofore they received the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel ? Are: they not all 
forgotten as dead Men out of mind, and their 
names written in the duſt ? But Chriſt's Holy 
Religion, though for ſame Ages it was utterly 
deſtitgte. of all Secular Sppports and Advanta- 
ges, and was aſſaulted on all hands by the moſt 
M4 Attacks of its daring and, moſt impla- 
cable Enemies, yet it hath ſtrangely weather'd :ts 


point, and is in being, and, thanks be to God, in 
fome places in a floxriſhing ſtate to this day : Its 
caule 
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-  cavſe'an oppoſed, but*nE&er'#- baffled cauſe : 'Let 
_— 3*- us turn K4 now, and ſee this gredt ſight, a 
: Buſh burning and yer mot conſur'd, and ſay, The 
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his Religion, to the Senſual Appetites-of Men, 
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__— with any that objected againſt ir, not to diſpute 
met lately With them, but to kill them immediately : By 
publiſhed. which means that grand 1tnpoſture in 'a little 
time got ſome footing in the world ; and by the 
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ſerions Godlineſs, leſt we learn thei wiy,, and 
get a Snare to our Souls. 

There-are two co Prete 
ingly lauſible ones, 1 whit 


eligion ſhelter themſely 
why of them juſtifiable. 


1. They pretend 4 it is & * 
ment ſake, bh pinto Reli fi fie 
pick quarrels with Þ little = vo they 
have of the thing call'd Si they will not be 


thought to mean as they = And are the gi: 
Tis 


- and ſeem- 
ole that ſpeat 
| Þut they arc 


To be be foblen exainſt 

Principles of Religion become ſuch-Afoot-pdints, 
ſuch Matters of Diſput ation, thaf- it is 

indi -which ſide "of. th PQueſth > tha 


diſputandi _— animo id fits, 
ſomulat. an a thing to talk,againſt R 
on, eraMan means as he or: no, / 


(in whe Lt e of our Age) a "7 JO ſj 
eoly or or only. banter.  RieTbife \[ OE 


quently 4 
it was 
LR of the 
whence can fi [? 
evil Tere A P he = 
2. They preten 
they ridients and wo gd | 
rticular sand 
hich rey Ivo ig 
fe of theun 
, that while on 
ther - contem Ne! 
ſuffer'd on. of /ides. oo 0 reprove what we” 
amiſs, withPrudefce and Meckoefs kiawell, "I 
to reproach and make 4 Jeſt of that which our Fel- 


tible ; 


low-Chriſtians look upon as Sacr "make 

a part of their Religion, cannot be 

purpoſe at all. To ſoff ar the zkes and 

Weakneſſes of our Phothien: is the way to pro- 

voke and harden them, but not'to 6 onyince and 

reform. 'them. They who think..tÞ juſtify this 
chem, by 


way of ode thoſe that differ 
the. Inſtance "of Elijab's jering the Prieſts of 
D 4 Baal, 


bye Padetghe Mprobria no- 


1a the Pale of the 


7iON n which her ſo of: 
» may 


Relis ara 
ſe tha rafeſs 
wo pun TY 


1. The ht of hs of Chriltidas turn to 
the Reproact Heres be 


ell- doing S Mm 


pprtion'd, Religions er by mi 
or look'd upon »TH, 7 7 


fl Fon te more th 
Ia nce 43 ve 
of Chtiftian” 5 
5 = I wetes of our * > 
if we walk- in our ty; yet it 
Joy the preſerving = the.Cre- 
dit of our anon cron walk in Wiſdom, _ Ion 
ear ory the Prudent which is to wider frond 
his a that. #5/domr which. is pro to di-Ec.10, 10, 
ref, Ang if any Man lack this Wi/damy tet bim 


” Luk.7. 35 


» 


IS . NEC 


Jam. 1. 5; ask # of G 


Chriſtianit o Sect 


who gives ally, and wpbyaids us 
0; with our Folly. David, Pſal, 27. 


11. Teach me thy way, @ Lord, and/lead me in a 
plain Path becauſe of mine Enengies,” (Hebr. becauſe 
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2. The Immoralites of thoſe who profeſs Chri- 
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that Mahometan Prince did, when 'the Chriſtians 
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